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A textbook of this substance is a model of authoritative writing on the subject of
notarial law and practice. Like all good textbooks it can be picked up and read from
the back. Should one choose to do so we may begin with the biographical detail of the
authors.
Their background as lawyers is impressive. They have devoted their long and
successful careers to the pursuit of excellence in the practice, teaching and
administration of law, not only as notaries but also as seasoned practitioners in the
public and banking sectors.
What is striking about this subject is the pace of development over the past 30 years.
Dr Hall, as Director of the Institute of Notarial Studies in Ireland, and E Rory
O’Connor, as Dean Emeritus of the Faculty of Notaries Public in Ireland, have both
witnessed the dramatic change that has taken place since Finlay CJ took an interest in
establishing a compass for the notary in Ireland. This book is a testimony not only to
their recording of those changes but also their role in bringing them about.
The Faculty was instituted in 1981 and two of the original directors are still active,
namely David Walsh, the present Registrar, and Leo Mangan, currently President of
the World Organisation of Notaries. The first book on the subject of the Irish notary
was written by E Rory O’Connor in 1987 and a supplement was added in 2007 by the
present authors. Since 1987 the number of notaries practising in Ireland has tripled.
Books of knowledge must today compete with Google and the omniscient internet
but we have here a work that has shape and feel. It has also imbued the subject with
context and sense.
Research, so often, begins with the index. This is then supported by the appendices
and in this case they provide a comprehensive background to the subject.

The principal legislation is still the Public Notaries (Ireland) Act 1821. To this day a
public notary must practise within a limited district only. The same cannot be said of
our colleagues in England/Wales or Scotland. Indeed, our Scottish colleagues take the
view that their notaries may conduct business anywhere.
The role of the chief justice is examined. The role of the Chief Justice can be found
principally in Order 127 of the Rules of the Superior Courts. In 1994 Finlay CJ
introduced the certificate of competency. In January 2006 Murray CJ removed the
requirement to prove ‘need’ and in September of the same year he ruled that in order
to be admitted as a notary the petitioner is required to observe the code of conduct of
the Faculty.
Before the code of conduct for notaries is examined in Appendix 4, the authors take
us through Rulings of Chief Justices. These relate to the appointment of notaries in
Ireland from the year 2000 to 2017. The clear regard and high esteem of the Chief
Justices for the profession is evident from the judgements handed down, especially
notable in the comments of Denham CJ. Faithful account is given to the reporting of
these judgements as they are not to be found anywhere else. A common strand
throughout obiter dicta is the lamentable absence of modern legislation. There are
many, however, who would prefer to see the attention of our legislators focused
elsewhere.
The code of conduct for notaries was drawn up originally in 1986 and has been
improved upon since then. The Professional Purposes Committee of the Faculty is an
active body within the organisation. It would be fair to say that its role in maintaining
regulation will be greatly enhanced by the clear elucidation of the terms of the code in
this publication.
The international conventions and their incorporation into Irish law are set out in
Appendix 6. The Hague Convention of October 1961 came into force in Ireland in
March 1999. The simplification of the requirements for presenting certain public
documents in the European Union are clearly set out in the 2016 Regulation, shortly
to become a matter of our law.
From a practitioners point of view, the ‘go to’ section of the book is Appendix 7.
This contains specimen precedent documents, notarial certificates, stamps and notarial
records. It is worth quoting from the introductory note:
It is not an over exaggeration to state that each notarial function carried out
by an individual Irish notary has the potential, positively or negatively, to
reflect on the international standing of Ireland itself. Viewed in this way, what
and how a notary frames his or her notarial certificate should be accurate and
clear, because the ultimate recipient in the receiving country is entitled to
assume its veracity.
In a curious but significant acknowledgement of changing idiom we are now
encouraged to dispense with the old preamble ‘To all to whom these presents shall
come:’ with the more simple ‘Be it known…’

Appendix 8 deals with the thorny subject of translations and offers useful advice
and helpful vocabulary.
The body of the book contains 19 chapters. Apart from offering a fascinating history
of the profession, the book deals with all the core issues of the modern practitioner
and is right up to date on subjects such as cyber notarial activity, data protection, antimoney laundering, EU succession regulation, company law, intercountry adoption and
child travel outside the state among other topics.
While the authors have made their acknowledgements it is worth offering high
praise to the incumbent Dean of the Faculty (Michael V O’Mahony) for the many
hours of helpful editing invested in this worthy publication.
It has been said by other commentators that verifying the identity of people who
execute documents is a notary’s primary and most basic duty, the proper discharge of
which is the cornerstone of the high degree of trustworthiness conferred on documents
by virtue of notarial intervention. In the chapter entitled ‘Conduct of a notary –
professional ethics’ the authors deal with the manner in which one should establish
the identity of an appearer. Pride of place goes to the passport but a question mark is
placed over the drivers licence.
The Notary of Ireland is filled with information that is both essential and practical but
I will finish with a quotation taken from a commentary of 1726
As to the qualifications of a notary, there are four things principally required
thereunder, viz. First, he ought to be a person of trust and fidelity. Secondly, a
person of some worth and dignity and not a person of a low fortune and
station in the world. Thirdly, a person well instructed in the business of a
notary and entirely adroit in framing acts of court, and in taking the
examination of witnesses. And Fourthly, by the Civil and Canon law he ought
to be born in lawful wedlock, and no bastard.
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